ENUGULA VEERASWAMY'S JOURNAL                                167
five primordial elements in the universe by the thinkers. Thus, though there
is difference in nomenclature fundamental unity is there in approach.
Therefore atheists and thinkers are of the same school and not otherwise.
1st April, 1831
I arrived at a big town Krishnanagar on the first of April. There
is a big Zamindar the Raja of this place. There are many shops here.
Almost everything is available here.
At this place the company people levy a tax on the boats passing through
and there is a Collector stationed at this place to collect this assessed tax and
I paid seven and half rupees towards this tax for my boat and the cargo boat
carrying my luggage. The money thus collected is spent by the company
personnel to clear the river path from shallow waters, floating objects like
felled trees, broken wood of boats and logs and thus facilitate an easy passage.
As the river's width is narrow, this contrivance employed by the company
people is very essential I thought. There is a machine boat which clears
the waters, at Badarganj. Big spades are attached to it by means of mechanical
contrivance. People on the boat turn the ropes and the spades dig up mud,
lift it, and dump it back in the boat. I feel that this machine boat costs twenty
thousand rupees.
After crossing Krishnanagar the tributary Bhagirathi joins the main
flow at a place called Nadia, Nadya or Navadweepa which is a cultured village.
Here the width of the river is nearly a mile as also the flow very fast.
In this village Nadya there are several schools aided by the Zamindars
and maintenance for" the students studying in these schools has also been
arranged. Nearly four hundred pupils from the Gowda and Dravida families
are studying in these schools. The teaching staff in these schools are Gowdas
and not Dravidas and their erudition is wellknown.
2nd April, 1831
Arrived at a place known by two different names Shantipiir and
Samathipur on the second of April. This is also a big town; though in ail
respects it equals Nadya, there are not as many students and teachers here.
There is a place called Kalna before Santipur whenceforth palm groves and
areca trees are plentiful. I did not see palm groves after I left our native
place so far. Though there are no palm and areca trees in other parts of the
country, people get these fruit from places where they are plentifully grown
and use them regularly. So much of demand for these two fruits has been
caused by God in this country.
From Nadya onwards the ebb and flow of the sea is felt twice every
day in the river and its influence increased gradually as we proceeded south-
wards. All types of boats are filled with stones and sand to increase their
weight and decorate the wooden anchor at Nadya. Boats hitherto carelessly